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Disclaimer

• I am not affiliated in any way with Tabular Editor
• I am not a partner, reseller, shareholder1, nothing!

• I just think the tool is nice for Power BI developers that want to 
work smarter, not harder

1 I might be interested, though ☺



Slides and code samples

• The slides and code samples for this session will be posted to my 
public Github repo: 

• https://github.com/basland/presentations/

• Also check my blog for content like this: 
• https://thatfabricguy.com

https://github.com/basland/presentations/
https://thatfabricguy.com/


Agenda

• Problem with manual development in Power BI semantic models
• Introduction of Tabular Editor
• Naming conventions

• Creating relationships
• Bulk measure creation

• Best practice analyzer
• One secret goodie ☺



About Tabular Editor





Tabular Editor

• Started as open source software
• Currently a for profit (and rightfully so!) 
• Helps edit Power BI and Analysis Services models
• Works alongside Power BI Desktop and Service
• Both free version (v2) and paid (v3) available
• Today’s demo will use v2 





How to download?

tabulareditor.com/downloads





Theoretical tips ‘n tricks



Naming conventions

• Generally agreed scheme for naming things
• Makes collaborating with colleagues easier
• Also makes collaborating with automation tools easier! 
• Use prefixes or suffixes for column names
• At the minimum: relationship columns and measure columns



Bad example

• Foreign keys are all 
over the place! 

• No standard measure 
naming



Good example

• FK_ and PK_ for 
relationship key 
columns

• M_ for measure 
columns



Automations with TE2

• Programmatically create objects
• Use naming conventions to bulk create objects
• Easily cleanup your model afterwards
• Write C# scripts to automate tasks
• I’m not that good with C#, but you know who is? 
• Bloggers. 
• Youtubers. 
• ChatGPT! 



Automation examples

Creating relationships



Automation examples

Creating measures



Best practise analyzer

• Tool to help you follow best practices
• Fully automated
• Rule based
• Default rulesets available! 

• > https://powerbi.microsoft.com/nl-nl/blog/best-practice-rules-to-
improve-your-models-performance/

• Ruleset in a file: https://raw.githubusercontent.com/microsoft/Analysis-
Services/master/BestPracticeRules/BPARules.json

https://powerbi.microsoft.com/nl-nl/blog/best-practice-rules-to-improve-your-models-performance/
https://powerbi.microsoft.com/nl-nl/blog/best-practice-rules-to-improve-your-models-performance/
https://raw.githubusercontent.com/microsoft/Analysis-Services/master/BestPracticeRules/BPARules.json
https://raw.githubusercontent.com/microsoft/Analysis-Services/master/BestPracticeRules/BPARules.json


Best practise analyzer



Secret topic±

• I won’t tell you… 

• Keep watching for the end of the demo! 





Conclusion

• Using Tabular Editor (even the free version) you can
automate a lot

• Naming conventions are necessary to help automate
• Even AI can be utilised to quickly generate all kinds of 

content



Bas Land

• BI Consultant since 2013
• Co-founder at Kimura Data Intelligence
• Husband to Anouk, human to Chester (our daxhund☺), 

soon-to-be-dad to our expected baby (any time now)
• Purple belt Brazilian jiu-jitsu / grappling



Add me on LinkedIn



Technology for a data driven organisation

• Founded in 2019
• 10 Microsoft data specialists
• ‘Productised’ consultancy

• Kimura Data Framework
• Accelerator for Power BI projects

Visit our partner stand for a chat during the happy hour! 



Q&A 
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